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cannot inipugnc you as you doc proceed. 

You (land within his danger, doe you not. 

I , fo he fayes. 

Tor. Doc you confdle the bond? 

I doe. 

Tor. Then mud the /ew be mercifull. 

Shy. On what compulfion mull 1, tell tnc that. 

Por. The qrtalitie of mercie is not ftraind, 
it droppeth as the gentle rainefrom heauen 
vpon the place beneath : it is twife bleft, 
it blelleth him that giucs, and him that takes, 
tis mightieft in the mightieft, it becomes 
th e th ron ed Monarch better then his crowne. 

His feepter fhowes the force of temporal! power, 

the attribut to awe and maiefhe, 

wherein doth fit the dread and fearcof Kin^s 5 

but mercie is aboue this feeptred (way, 

it is enthroned in the harts of Kings, 

it is an attribut to God himfelfe; 

and earthly power doth then fhow likeft gods 

when mcrcie feafons iultice: therefore few, 

though iufticc be thy plea, confider this, 

that in the courfe of iuftice, none of vs 

fhould fee faluation : vve doe pray for mercy, . 

and that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to render 

the deedes of mercie. 1 baue fpoke thus much > 

to mittigate the iuffice of thy plea, 

which if thou follow, this ftrift Court of Venice 

muff needes giue fentencc gainft the Merchant there. 

S by. My deeds vpon my head, I crauc the law, 
the penalty and fbrfaite of my bond. 

Por. Is he not able to difeharge the money ? 

Taff. Ycs.heerc I tender it for him in the Court, 
vea, twife the fumme, if that will not fuffife, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times ore 
on forfait of my hands, my head, my hart, 
if this will not fuffife, it mud appearc 


that 
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V lt maliccbeafes downs truth. And /befccch you 

once the law eo yourauthoHtie, 

« doe a *reat right, doe a little wrong, 

and curbe this cruelldeuill of his will. 

por. /tmuft not be, there is no power in V emce 
ca n altar a decree efbbhfhed j 

•will be recorded for a precedent, 

and many an errour by the fame example 

wilitulh into the (late, it cannot be. 

Shy. A Daniell come to lodgement .* yea a Darnell. 
0 wtfe young Judge how / doe honour thee. , 

Por. 1 pray you let melooke vpon the bond. 

Shy. Heere tis mod reuerend do£or, here it is. 

Tor. Shyiockp theres thrice thy money offred thee. 
Shy. An oath, an oath, I haue an oath in heauen, 
&al! I lay periurie vpon my foule ? 

Hot not for Venice. 

Per. Why this bond is forfait, , 
and lawfully by this the lew may claims 
3 pound of f’eih.to be by him cut off 
neercfl the Merchants hart .* be mercifull, 
take thrive thy money, bid me tearc the bond. 

Shy. When it is payd, according to the tenure. 

It doth appearc you are a worthy iudge, 
you know the law, your expedition 
hath beene inoft found j l charge you by the law, 
whereof you are a weii defenung piller, 
proceeds to iudgement x by my foule I fweare, 
there is no power in the tongue of roan 
to alter roe, f (lay here on my Bond, 
t4», Moft hart die I doe befeech the Court 
to giue the iudgement. 

Tor, Why than thusitu, 
you mud prepare your bofbme for his knife. 

Shy. O noble /udge, 6 excellent young mam 
Por. For the intent and purpofeofthe law 
hath full relation to she penaliie. 
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